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- AMENDMENT TO H.R. 3_962
OFFERED BY MR. FORTENBERRY OF NEBRASKA

(Amendment is to FLR. 3962)

Insert after section 259, the following (and conform

the table of contents of division A accordingly):

. 1 SEC.259A. PROTECTION OF FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE. .
(é) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Goyemmeht, and
any Stéte or local government or health caré'entity that |
- receives Federal health assistance shall not subject a

health care entity to discrimination on the basis that the

surgical or medical procedures or services or preseribe spe-

2

3

4

5
| 6. entity does not perform, participate in, or cover speciﬁc

7

8 cific phamnaeeuticals in violation of the moral or ethical
9

or .relig'ioilé beliefs of such entity.

10~ (b) DEFNITIONS.—In this section and section 259B:
11 (1) The term “health care ehtity” includes an
12.° individual physician or other health ecare profes-
13 sional, hospital or other health care provider, pro-
14 -vider-sponsored o'rganization, health maintenance or-
13 ganization, plan sponsor, health insurance issuer,

16 QHBP offering entity, or any other kind of health

17 care facility, organization, or health plan spbnsor.
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(2) The terrr@' “Federal health assistance”
means Federal financial assistance under this Act
(or an amendment ‘made by this Act) or other Fed-
eral financial assistance relating to the provision or

- payment for health care items or services. |
(e) CoNsTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to authorize or shield from liability the denial,

~on the basis of an individual’s current or future disability

(as defined in section 3(2)(A) of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990 '(42 U.S.C. 12102(2j(A)), of a health
care item or service that a health care entity provides to
others. - '

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—The Office for Civil Rights of

‘the Department of Ilealth and Human Services is des-

ignated to receive complaints of discrimination based on

this section. -

SEC. 259B. CONsciENCE PROTECTION FOR ISSUERS AND
. PLAN SPONSORS,

_ The Federal Government, and any State or loeal gov-
ernment or health care entity that receives Federal health
assistance shall not prevent the development, marketing,
or offering of health insurance coverage or a‘ health bene-
fits plan Which does not cover specific surgical or medical
procedures or services or specific pharmaceuticals to which

the issuer of the coverage or sponsor of the plan has an
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1 objection of conscience articulated as a matter of cor-
2 porate or organizational policy.
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